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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES 

The exercises for the dedication of the new building erected 

by the state of Minnesota for the use of the Minnesota Histor 

ical Society took place on Saturday, May 11, 1918, the sixtieth 

anniversary of the admission of the state to the Union. The first 

session was held at 3 p.m. in the main reading room of the 

building and was presided over by Mr. Charles P. Noyes, pres 
ident of the society from 1915 to 1918 and chairman of the 

building committee. The state board of control, which had 

charge of the erection of the building, was represented by its 

chairman, the Honorable Ralph Wheelock, who formally turned 

the building over to the state. The Honorable C. G. Schulz, 
state superintendent of education, responded on behalf of Gov 
ernor Burnquist, who was unable to be present, and formally 
intrusted the society with the use of the building. The trust 

was accepted on behalf of the society by its president, the Honor 

able Gideon S. Ives. Dr. Benjamin F. Shambaugh, superin 
tendent of the State Historical Society of Iowa, spoke on behalf 

of sister societies, after which brief addresses were delivered 

by Dr. Warren Upham, archeologist of the society and its sec 

retary from 1893 to 1914, and by Dr. Solon J. Buck, the present 

secretary and superintendent. 

At the close of the afternoon program the entire building was 

thrown open for inspection and hundreds of members and 

friends of the society, guided by members of the staff, made the 

tour through the offices, workrooms, stacks, reading rooms, 

museum, and galleries. The delegates and invited guests were 

then entertained at supper in the museum. Since the reading 
room proved too small to accommodate the audience in the after 

noon, the evening session was transferred to the House Chamber 

in the Capitol. Here a large audience heard the inspiring dedica 

tory address by Dr. Frederick J. Turner, professor of history in 

Harvard University. Professor Turner's subject, "Middle West 

ern Pioneer Democracy," was both appropriate to the occasion 

and of special significance at this time when the nation is engaged 
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in a war for the avowed purpose of making the world safe for 

democracy. 

Many historical societies outside the state and nearly all the 

historical, pioneer, or patriotic societies and higher educational 

institutions of Minnesota were represented by delegates. The 

exercises were open to the public, but special invitations were 

sent to a number of citizens and descendants of citizens who 

have played a prominent part in the history of Minnesota or 

have rendered special services to the society. Many of these 

invitations were accepted ; and the picture of those in attendance, 
taken on the steps of the building, shows a notable gathering. 

The large attendance from outside the Twin Cities was espe 

cially gratifying. 
The society expects to publish in the near future a commem 

orative volume containing an account of the exercises, the 

addresses in full, a description of the building, and other per 
tinent material. 

The society had the privilege of taking a leading part in the 

entertainment of the Mississippi Valley Historical Asssociation 

at its eleventh annual meeting held in St. Paul, May 9, 10, and 

11, 1918. The superintendent was chairman of the committee 

on local arrangements and most of the members of the com 

mittee were officers or members of the society. Five of the 

seven sessions took place in the Historical Building, the forenoon 

and afternoon sessions on Friday being held at the University 
of Minnesota. The members of the association were guests of 

the society at a reception following the president's address, 

Thursday evening, and at the supper in connection with the 

dedication exercises on Saturday. The society joined with the 

St. Paul Association of Business and Public Affairs and the 

Twin City History Teachers' Club in entertaining the visitors 

at a luncheon on Saturday. The luncheon on Friday was ten 

dered by members of the faculty of the University of Minnesota. 

Other social functions, arranged by the local committee, were 

an automobile ride on Thursday afternoon, followed by tea at 

the University Club of St. Paul, and a smoker for the men of the 

association at the Minnesota Club, Friday evening. 
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The attendance from outside Minnesota, about forty, was as 

large as could be expected under war-time conditions, and 

included several members from distant states. The visitors were 

enthusiastic over the new building. That they appreciated the 

entertainment provided is evident from the following somewhat 

flattering extracts from the note about the meeting in the June 
number of the Mississippi Valley Historical Review, published 

by the association : "Among those who attended . . . the senti 

ment seemed to be unanimous that the committee on local arrange 
ments was deserving of the greatest praise. Everything possible 
was done for the comfort and entertainment of those present. 

... It may safely be said that the social functions were more 

numerous and better arranged than is normally the case at such 

meetings." 

The following new members, all active, have been enrolled 

during the quarter ending July 31, 1918: Clarence C. Gray, G. 

Arvid Hagstrom, Mrs. Charles H?user, and Dora C. Jett of 

St. Paul ; William Anderson, Frances M. Morehouse, Mason W. 

Tyler, Frederick J. Wulling, and Jeremiah S. Young of Minne 

apolis; Edward W. Davies of Pipestone; Freeman E. Lurton 

and David H. Turner of Crookston; and Darius Steward of 

St. Cloud. The society has lost one member by death during 
the same period: Thomas Shaw of St. Paul, June 25. 

The May number of the Library lournal contains an article 
entitled "Minnesota Historical Society Moves into New Build 

ing," by C. Edward Graves, librarian of the society. In it Mr. 
Graves describes in some detail the methods used in moving 
the library, the construction of the building, and the nature of 
the library collections. The frontispiece of the issue is a picture 
of the building. An excellent r?sum? of this article appears in 

the Christian Science Monitor for June 5. 

The work of the manuscript department is now under the 
direction of Miss Ethel Virtue, formerly of the staff of the His 

torical Department of Iowa. 
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Gifts 

Mrs. Charles E. Furness of St. Paul has deposited with the 

society the two commissions by authority of which her father, 
Alexander Ramsey, served from 1849 to 1853 as governor of 

the newly created Minnesota Territory. These commissions, 
dated respectively April 2, 1849, and January 9, 1850, were 

issued by President Taylor ; the first upon his own authority, as 

the Senate was not in session, and the other, which confirmed 

and extended the appointment "during the pleasure of the pres 

ident," and by and with the consent of the Senate. 

The sons and daughters of Colonel William Pfaender of New 

Ulm, through one of their number, Mrs. Charles H?user of St. 

Paul, have presented two articles of historical interest. One is 

a letter written May 1, 1862, by Alexander Ramsey, governor of 

Minnesota, to William Pfaender, then lieutenant commanding 
the First Minnesota Battery, with reference to his official report 
to the governor on the battle of Pittsburg Landing. This letter 

and the St. Paul Press version of the Pfaender report are framed 

together. The other gift is a framed group of photographs of 

the four men who were the presidential electors of Lincoln from 

Minnesota in 1860: Clark W. Thompson, Stephen Miller, 
Charles McClure, and William Pfaender. 

General C. C. Andrews has recently made some additions to 

the collection of his papers already possessed by the society and 

has presented a set of forty-two photographs of scenes in Minne 

sota forest and Indian reservations and a number of books, 

periodicals, and pamphlets. 

Mr. C. R. Bishop of St. James has presented an interesting 

original document entitled: "Statement of Expenses incurred 

by James Glispin, Sheriff of Watonwan County, Minn, in keep 

ing, boarding, clothing and furnishing medical and Surgical 
accomodation to the Northfield Bank robber [s] while they were in 

his custody as prisoners from Sept 21st to Sept 23d 1876." The 

document was found among the papers of L. H. Bishop, who was 

an early settler in St. James. 
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Governor Burnquist has turned over to the society a letter 

from Alan R. Hawley, president of the Aero Club of America, 
which came to him by way of the first aero post from New York 

to Washington. The envelope is stamped "Air Mail Service, 

Wash., N. Y., Phila. May 15, 1918. First Trip. New York." 

Through the courtesy of Mr. J. W. D?nnet and Mr. Charles 

P. Noyes, the society has received from Mr. F. W. Fahrenlock of 

St. Paul, a number of English parchments dating from the early 
years of the nineteenth century. They are interesting examples 
of the legal documents in use at that period and present a curious 

contrast to similar documents of the present day. 

Miss Eugenie F. McGrorty has presented a copy of the Per 

manent Rules of the House of Representatives of the State of 
Minnesota (St. Paul, 1857) used at the first session of the state 

legislature by her father, W. B. McGrorty, a representative from 

St. Paul, whose name is stamped on the cover. Miss McGrorty's 

gift is a valuable addition to the library, as the society has no 

other copy of this rare publication. 

A file of the Minutes of the General Assembly of the Presby 
terian Church in the United States, from 1889 to 1916, inclusive 

(27 v.) has been presented by the Reverend William L. Porter, 
stated clerk of the St. Paul Presbytery. This accession makes 

the society's file of this important publication complete from 

1872 to 1916. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Herbert C. Varney of St. Paul the society 
is indebted for an unusual collection of old newspapers and 

printed material. It includes a partial file of the Whip and Spur, 

published at Newport, Rhode Island, during the campaign of 

1840; a caricature of Andrew Jackson; the first issue of the 

Lowell Offering, %. literary magazine published in the forties by 
the women employed in the Lowell mills; two early catalogues 
of the People's Literary Institute and Gymnasium at Pembroke, 
New Hampshire; and other interesting papers and broadsides. 

The collection was found in the old Josiah Bartlett Wiggin place 
at Stratham, New Hampshire. 
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A file of the Big Lake Wave, beginning with the first number, 
which was issued June 24, 1910, and extending through July 
31, 1914, has been received from Samuel L. Rank of Big Lake, 
the first publisher. 

The society has recently come into possession of a portrait, 
executed in oils by Miss Grace E. McKinstry of Faribault, of 

Henry B. Whipple, bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church 

in Minnesota from 1859 to 1901. The fund which made pos 
sible its acquisition was raised by subscription among the Episco 

pal clergymen of the state and personal friends of the bishop 

through the efforts of the Reverend George C. Tanner of Sea 

bury Divinity School, Faribault, and the late Reverend William 

C. Pope of St. Paul. 

To the portrait collection has been added a large oil painting 
of Morton S. Wilkinson, the first practicing lawyer in Minnesota 

and United States senator from 1859 to 1865. The picture is the 

gift of his grandson, Morton S. Brewster of Wells. 

Miss Mary O'Brien of St. Paul, through the courtesy of her 

brother, Judge Thomas D. O'Brien, has presented an excellent 

oil portrait of her father, Mr. Dillon O'Brien. Mr. O'Brien, 
who came to the Twin Cities in the early sixties, is best known 

for his efforts in behalf of the movement to bring Irish colonists 

to the United States. Also, as an author and lecturer, he did a 

great deal to further the cause of temperance in Minnesota. 

An enlarged, framed photograph of Mrs. Angeline B. Hinck 

ley has been received from her niece, Mrs. Claude C. Kyle of St. 
Paul. Mrs. Hinckley came to Minnesota in 1842 with her hus 

band, Henry Jackson, who established the first general store in 

St. Paul, and served as the first justice of the peace, the first 

postmaster, and as a member of the first council of the town. In 

1852 Mr. Jackson assisted in organizing the townsite company 
which founded Mankato, and in 1853 removed to that settlement, 
where he died in 1857. Later Mrs. Jackson married John S. 

Hinckley, who was also one of the first members of the townsite 

company. 



1918 GIFTS 467 

Dr. Arthur M. Eastman of Minneapolis has presented a 

framed photograph of Mrs. Henry T. Welles. Mrs. Welles, 
whose husband was long prominent in the business and public 
affairs of Minneapolis and of Minnesota, came to St. Anthony 
in 1853. 

A large framed portrait of Simeon P. Folsom, one of Basil 

Gervais, the first white child born in St. Paul, and a framed 

group of excellent photographs, taken in 1858, of members of 

the "Old Pioneer Guard" of St. Paul have been received from 

Mrs. James J. Hill. Mr. Hill was a member of the guard and 

his picture appears among the others. 

Mr. Edward C. Gale of Minneapolis has presented through 
Mr. E. A. Bromley a photograph of George A. Pillsbury. Mr. 

Pillsbury, who came to Minneapolis in 1878, was a member of 

the well-known milling firm of Charles A. Pillsbury and Com 

pany, and was prominently identified with various financial, 

religious, and educational institutions of the city and state. He 

served two terms as mayor of Minneapolis, from April, 1884, 
to April, 1886. 

A framed photograph of the late Charles Keith, a prominent 

lawyer of Princeton, has been presented to the society by his 

widow. At the same time Mrs. Keith donated to the museum 

collection an old flint-lock musket, which was one of her hus 

band's most valued possessions. From data supplied by the 

donor and from inscriptions accompanying the weapon, it appears 
that it was one of five hundred similar arms made in Charle 

ville Arsenal, France, and brought to this country by Lafayette 

during the Revolutionary War, another of the same shipment 

being preserved at Mt. Vernon. According to the signed state 

ment of one Harriet Kester of Geauga County, Ohio, the musket 

was owned and used by her grandfather, John Kester, in the 

Revolutionary War. Mr. Keith, who purchased the weapon of 

Davis Brothers, Kent, Ohio, in January, 1910, has identified this 

John Kester with one whose name and record as a soldier in the 

continental army appear in Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors 

of the Revolutionary War, 9:143. The musket is in excellent 
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condition, with bayonet, ramrod, and flint in place, a charge 
alone being required to make it as formidable a weapon as ever. 

A collection of forty-seven photographs, consisting principally 
of views of St. Paul, St. Anthony, and Minneapolis in the fifties 

and early sixties, has been presented by Miss Ella Richards of 

St. Paul. The photographs were the property of her father, 
Edward Richards, who was for many years city editor of the 

Pioneer Press. Their value for historical purposes is enhanced 

by keys to the location of important buildings. 

Mr. A. A. Richardson, a Bemidji photographer who has taken 

great interest in the preservation of pictorial records of local 

war activities, has presented several excellent photographs taken 

by him at the first annual encampment of the Fourteenth 

Battalion, Minnesota Home Guards, held at "Camp Pershing," 
Park Rapids, from July 4 to 7. These include pictures of drills, 

reviews, the field hospital, and the staff. Such material is not 

only of great interest now but is certain in the course of time to 

become invaluable. 

The society has received from Mr. Lewis H. Delano of St. 

Paul a picture of the "Anson Northup," the first steamboat to 

navigate the Red River of the North. This steamer, which 

was originally called the "North Star," was built in 1855 for 

use on the Mississippi above St. Anthony. In the fall of 1858 

it was taken apart and transported overland from the Crow Wing 
to the Red River, rebuilt, and put into service for its first run 

to Fort Garry, May 17, 1859. 

An attractive little landscape showing Fort Snelling and the 

valley of the Minnesota River is the gift of Mrs. George E. 

Ingersoll of St. Paul. The picture was painted by Mrs. Robert 

N. MacLaren, mother of Mrs. Ingersoll, sometime during the 

period 1864-65, when her husband, Colonel MacLaren, was in 

command of the Second Minnesota Volunteer Cavalry stationed 

at Fort Snelling. 

A picture of the first ice palace erected in St. Paul has been 

presented by Mrs. William R. Weide of Madison, South Dakota. 

It was painted by John A. Weide in 1886. 
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An addition to the museum which is attracting considerable 

attention is an old electric automobile presented by Mr. J. George 
Smith. Although brought to St. Paul less than a score of years 

ago, in June, 1900, this car was the first electric and one of the 

first automobiles of any kind in the city. It resembles a buggy 
much more than it does any motor vehicle of the present day. 
An account of the car containing a number of interesting anec 

dotes and accompanied by a photograph appeared in the St. Paul 

Pioneer Press of June 23. 

From the Reverend Hugh L. Burleson, bishop of South 

Dakota, the society has received a fragment of the flag carried 

by the First Minnesota Volunteer Infantry in the first battle of 

Bull Run. The fragment was secured by the donor's father, 
the Reverend Solomon S. Burleson, during his rectorate of All 

Saints' Parish, Northfield, from 1864 to 1870. 

From Mrs. John D. Heaton of Annandale the society has 

received a rifle and powderhorn once the property of Frank 

Heaton, a pioneer of Middleville and Albion townships, Wright 

County. 
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